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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Lepto vaccinations
• Spore counting
• Zinc supplementation
• Annual RVM and Milk 

Quality Consults
• Bulk milk BVD testing

• Body condition scoring

FUN FACTS
The North Island is home to 

74% of New Zealand’s dairy 
herds – and the Waikato region 
has the most herds in the 
country at 34%*.

*Source: www.dairynz.co.nzmedia/1357994 
/quickstats-new-zealand.pdf

FREE STAFF 
TRAINING* 
THE FUTURE OF DRY COW 
THERAPY (incl. Teatseal and 
Dry Cow admin techniques)

MONDAY 26 MARCH
10.30am – 12.30pm
MVS bulk store room 
26 Tainui Street Matamata
Lunch provided

RSVP: Thursday 22 March
to katherine@matavet.co.nz 
or (07) 888 8197

 GREG JARRATT

START THINKING ABOUT BODY  
CONDITION SCORE (BCS) NOW!
In general, all mammals use their own body reserves (fat and protein 
from body tissues) in early lactation, to meet the demands of milk 
production. In the case of the modern dairy cow, this process has been 
taken to the extreme as a result of decades of genetic selection aimed 
primarily at increasing production. 

Following calving, cows ‘mine’ 
nutrients from body reserves and 
lose condition for a period of 40 – 
100 days. Cows with a lower BCS to 
begin with therefore, simply lack 
reserves to achieve and maintain 
high levels of production in early 
lactation. These poorer conditioned 
cows are also less likely to conceive 
compared to herd mates in better 
condition.

We are slightly unique here in 
New Zealand as there are two 

periods where cows are at risk of 
losing BCS. The first is at calving 
(as described earlier) and the 
second period coincides with loss 
of pasture quality and availability 
through summer months.

The extent of loss and gain of BCS is 
also crucial to both the health of the 
individual cow and the efficiency 
of the farm system in terms of food 
conversion efficiency (FCE) of Dry 
Matter supplied converted to milk.
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* Free for MVS clients only 

Non clients welcome – $75ppContinued Overleaf 
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START THINKING ABOUT BODY  
CONDITION SCORE (BCS) NOW! CONT... 
To help illustrate this point, Table 1 sourced from Dairy NZ (Cow Feed 
Requirements) shows that on average over the year, a cow gaining 1kg 
will require nearly twice the energy compared to when 1kg was lost.

Table 1*

MJME REQUIRED 
TO GAIN 1 KG LIVE 

WEIGHT

MJME SPARED 
WHEN 1 KG LIVE 
WEIGHT IS LOST

MILKING COW 50 MJME 37 MJME

DRY COW 72 MJME 30 MJME

AVERAGE 61 MJME 34 MJME

In other words, nearly twice the 
feed is required to lose and gain live 
weight compared to maintaining 
live weight. If the same rules 
applied when borrowing money, 
it would mean you’d be paying an 
interest rate of close to 100% for a 
short term loan. I haven’t met many 
farmers who would be prepared to 
pay this! 

In simple terms, managers that 
keep a close eye on condition and 
execute plans to limit excessive 
swings in BCS have far more feed 
available in their system to convert 
to milk.

To hit industry targets of BCS 5.0 
for cows (5.5 Heifers), the start of 
March marks an important period 
where BCS needs to become the 
focus. 

How you manage your system 
specifically will depend on options 
available to you, such as feeding 
additional supplements, culling 
empties or drying off pregnant  
light cows. 

Watching cows melt condition 
away through late lactation and 
crossing fingers is an option, albeit 
an expensive one.

So, if your aim is farming 
successfully, start thinking about 
BCS now.

*References: www.dairynz.co.nz facts and figures. 
Chapter 4 – Cow Feed Requirements.

NEW PRODUCT!

ECLIPSE E 
WITH B12 AND 
SELENIUM 
With one convenient shot 
you can now deliver a 
premium dual active drench 
(eprinomectin plus levamisole) 
alongside B12 and Selenium 
injection to your young stock.

Combination products are 
essential for young stock to 
give effective worm control 
and optimal weight gain. 

For those that would normally 
boost their animals with trace 
minerals, this is an effective 
and time saving option. You 
can be sure that each animal 
gets the dose required and  
you don’t have to wait for a 
dry day. 

Contact the clinic on 888 8197  
for more information.

  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   February 2018 25kg DM/day 35mm 21°C 1808kg DM 138,000

   February 2017 22kg DM/day 37mm 20°C 1780kg DM 143,000 

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

THE EXTENT OF LOSS AND 
GAIN OF BCS IS CRUCIAL 

TO BOTH THE HEALTH OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL COW  
AND THE EFFICIENCY  

OF THE FARM SYSTEM... 


